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Summary 

This report presents a profile of the membership of the 1 13 th Congress (2013-2014). Statistical 
information is included on selected characteristics of Members, including data on party 
affiliation, average age, occupation, education, length of congressional service, religious 
affiliation, gender, ethnicity, foreign births, and military service. 

As of November 24, 2014, in the House of Representatives, there are 234 Republicans, 207 
Democrats (including 5 Delegates and the Resident Commissioner), and no vacant seats. The 
Senate has 45 Republicans, 53 Democrats, and 2 Independents, who caucus with the Democrats. 

The average age ofMembers of the House at the beginning ofthe 113 th Congress was 57.0 years; 
of Senators, 62.0 years. The overwhelming majority ofMembers of Congress have a college 
education. The dominant professions of Members are public service/politics, business, and law. 
Most Members identify as Christians, and Protestants collectively constitute the majority 
religious affiliation. Roman Catholics account for the largest single religious denomination, and 
numerous other affiliations are represented. 

The average length of service for Representatives at the beginning of the 1 13 th Congress was 9.1 
years (4.6 terms); for Senators, 10.2 years (1.7 terms). 

One hundred three women (a record number) serve in the 1 13 th Congress: 83 in the House, 
including 3 Delegates, and 20 in the Senate. There are 43 African American Members of the 
House and 2 in the Senate. This House number includes 2 Delegates. There are 37 Hispanic or 
Latino Members (a record number) serving: 33 in the House, including 1 Delegate and the 
Resident Commissioner, and 4 in the Senate. Thirteen Members (10 Representatives, 2 Delegates, 
and 1 Senator) are Asian American or Pacific Islanders. Two American Indians (Native 
Americans) serve in the House. 

The portions of this report covering political party affiliation, gender, ethnicity, and vacant seats 
will be updated as events warrant. The remainder of the report will not be updated. 
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Overview and Total Members in History 

Congress is composed of 541 individuals from the 50 states, the District of Columbia, Guam, the 
U.S. Virgin Islands, American Samoa, the Northern Mariana Islands, and Puerto Rico. 1 This count 
assumes that no seat is temporarily vacant. 2 

Since 1789, 12,1 13 individuals have served in Congress: 3 10,824 in the House and 1,949 in the 
Senate. 4 Of these Members, 662 have served in both chambers. These numbers do not include the 
additional 213 nonvoting Delegates and Resident Commissioners who have served in the House. 

The following is a profile of the 113 th Congress (2013-2014). 5 



Party Breakdown 

In the 1 13 th Congress, the current party alignments as of November 24, 2014, are 

• House of Representatives: 234 Republicans, 207 Democrats (including the 5 
Delegates and the Resident Commissioner), and 3 vacant seats. 

• Senate: 53 Democrats; 2 Independents, who caucus with the Democrats; and 45 
Republicans. 



1 This figure includes 100 Senators, 435 Representatives, 5 Delegates (from the District of Columbia, Guam, American 
Samoa, the U.S. Virgin Islands, and the Northern Mariana Islands), and 1 Resident Commissioner from Puerto Rico. 

2 As of November 24, 2014, there are no House vacancies and no Senate vacancies. For information on all resignations, 
deaths, special elections, and appointments to fill vacancies in the 1 13 th Congress, refer to “Changes in the Membership 
of the 1 13 th Congress” at http://www.crs.gov/resources/Pages/Congress_l 13.aspx. This site is updated whenever there 
is a change in the membership of the House or Senate. 

3 Office of History, Art and Archives, U.S. House of Representatives, “Total Members of the House and State 
Representation,” http://history.house.gov/Institution/Total-Members/Total-Members/, updated January 3, 2013, 
supplemented with CRS research. 

Information about all individuals who have served in Congress is available in the Biographical Directory of the United 
States Congress, a website maintained by the Clerk of the House and the Secretary of the Senate at 
http://bioguide.congress.gov. 

4 A cumulative chronological list of all U.S. Senators is available on the Senate website at http://www.senate.gov/ 
artandhistory/history/resources/pdf/chronlist.pdf. Information about all House Members is available on the House 
website at http://history.house.gov/Institution/Total-Members/Total-Members/. 

5 Information on the five Delegates and the Resident Commissioner is included where relevant. References to 
Representatives include information for the 435 Members of the House, but not Delegates or the Resident 
Commissioner. For background information on the previous Congress, refer to CRS Report R41647, Membership of the 
112 th Congress: A Profile , by Jennifer E. Manning. See also CRS Report RL30378, African American Members of the 
United States Congress: 1870-2012, by Jennifer E. Manning and Colleen J. Shogan; CRS Report RL30261, Women in 
the United States Congress, 191 7-2014: Biographical and Committee Assignment Information, and Listings by State 
and Congress, by Jennifer E. Manning and Ida A. Bmdnick; CRS Report R42365, Representatives and Senators: 

Trends in Member Characteristics Since 1945, coordinated by R. Eric Petersen; and CRS Report 97-398, Asian Pacific 
Americans in the United States Congress, by Lorraine H. Tong. 
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Age 

The average age of Members of the 1 13 th Congress is among the highest of any Congress in 
recent U.S. history. 6 

Table 1 shows the average ages at the beginning of the 1 13 th Congress. 



Table I. Average Age of Members, I I I th - 1 13 th Congresses 

Average (mean) age at the beginning of the Congress 



Congress 


Representatives 


Newly Elected 
Representatives 


Senators 


Newly Elected 
Senators 


1 13 th 


57.0 years 


49.2 years 


62.0 years 


53.0 years 


1 I2‘h 


56.7 years 


48.2 years 


62.2 years 


52.1 years 


1 1 I th 


57.2 years 


49.8 years 


63.1 years 


57.1 years 



Source: CRS calculations based on CQ Roll Call Member Profiles. 



Notes: Representatives age data do not include the Delegates and the Resident Commissioner. Newly Elected 
Members data do not include those returning to the House or Senate for a second time. 

The U.S. Constitution requires Representatives to be at least 25 years old when they take office. 
The youngest Representative at the beginning of the 1 13 th Congress was 29-year-old Patrick 
Murphy (D-FL), bom March 30, 1983. The oldest Representative in U.S. history, as well as the 
oldest current Member of Congress, is Ralph Hall (R-TX), bom May 3, 1923, who was 89 at the 
beginning of the 1 13 th Congress. 

Senators must be at least 30 years old when they take office. The oldest Senator in the 1 13 th 
Congress is Dianne Feinstein (D-CA), bom June 22, 1933, who was 79 at the beginning of the 
Congress. 7 The youngest Senator is Christopher S. Murphy (D-CT), bom August 3, 1973, who 
was 39. 

Occupations 

According to the CQ Roll Call Guide to the New Congress, in the 1 13 th Congress, law is the 
dominantly declared profession of Senators, followed by public service/politics, then business; 
for Representatives, business is first, followed by public service/politics, then law. 8 



6 For average ages of Members in each Congress from 1949 to 201 1, refer to an online feature of the Wall Street 
Journal, “The Capitol’s Age Pyramid: A Graying Congress,” at http://online.wsj.com/public/resources/documents/ 
CONGRESS_AGES_1009.html. 

7 Until his death at age 89 on June 3, 2013, Frank Lautenberg (D-NJ), born January 23, 1924, had been the oldest 
Senator in the 1 13 th Congress. 

8 "Demographics of the New Congress” CQ Roll Call Guide to the New Congress (November 8, 2012), pp. 16-17, 
available on the CQ.com subscription database at http://www.cq.com/flatfiles/editorialFiles/memberFactFiles/ 
guidetothenewcongress 1 1 0820 1 2 .pdf. 
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